
















X



Our Story
Ray Morvan, an entrepreneur, had a dream for 
his family. He decided to start a journey 
into mastering the craft of tapping trees 
and creating Vermont Gold, Maple Whiskey! 
He started his journey in his small town in 
Vermont and decided to create a distillery 
in the mountains alongside his award winning 
Grade A Syrup industry.
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Spacing

Please visit smugglersnotch.com for more 
information and resources on how our brand 
works.

Partnership with Sweet Retreat Maple Syrup
Smugglers Notch 2020
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Smugglers Notch started training oxen in the early 90s. Our land 
is also home to Heritage Ox Farm where we raise and train show oxen to take 
to fairs, parades and demonstrations. At our state-of-the-art sugarhouse, 
we use reverse osmosis to concentrate the sap. Before carefully boiling 
it down in oil-fueled double evaporating pans, we mix it with raw sap to 

a hydrometer to test the density of each batch before it is drawn off, 

reserves. Each bottle hand crafted and personally sealed by the family 
member who helped make your maple whiskey making giving our product that 
extra personal touch.

Ray Morvan, an entrepreneur, had a dream for his family. He decided to 
start a journey into mastering the craft of tapping trees and creating 
Vermont Gold, Maple Whiskey! He started his journey in his small town in 
Vermont and decided to create a distillery in the mountains alongside 
his award winning Grade A Syrup industry. Smugglers’ Notch Distillery® is 
a father/son partnership in Jeffersonville, Vermont. The distillery was 
founded in 2006 at the foot of the famed Smugglers’ Notch, site of many a 
clandestine bootlegger’s run through this rugged Vermont mountain pass. 

prohibition. Today this enchanting area provides outdoor enthusiasts with 
a boulder-laden curved mountain road and caves to explore.

Although we don’t need to smuggle anymore, Smugglers’ Notch Distillery® 

with pristine Vermont spring water, we make, barrel age, blend, and hand-
bottle remarkably distinctive, award winning spirits one small batch at 
a time.

Ray M�v�
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“AFTER A LONG WAIT, WHISKY FANS CAN FINALLY GET A TASTE 
OF SMUGGLERS NOTCH DISTILLERY’S MAPLE WHISKEY”

and unfussy charm.The story of most 
new distilleries is one of education 
through error and a certain amount 
of ‘on the hoof’ cobbling things 
together. In Smugglers Notch’s case, 

purpose was an asset. Little changed 
in the early stages of planning and 
construction other than the late 
stage decision to add in some extra 
washbacks to increase capacity – 
hence why they have both steel and 
wood. Two styles of distillate were 
to be produced: peated and unpeated, 
with a 50/50 even split. While 
barley was grown on Broomhall farm 
in Fife, allowing control of supply 
and a longer-term ability to explore 
varieties.

32

 Out of sight, out of mind. This 
might be a useful way to categorise 
Smugglers Notch Distillery’s place 
in the broader whisky consciousness 
over the past decade. Smugglers 
Notch, one of an increasing number 
of distilleries born from, an 
independent maple syrup company. 
A relatively modern, although not 
surprising phenomena, where bottlers 

affordable casks dwindling and see 
creating their own whisky as the most 
viable path to future security. To 
understand Smugglers Notch itself is 
to better understand the motivations 
and practices of the original 
company, Sweat Retreat.
 S.R. has long been a rather 

syrup bottler. It’s notoriously 

Smugglers Notch Distillery 
launches first MAple Whiskey

eye-straining labels making the 

being the star of the show and the 
keen connoisseur being the target 
consumer. Something that you think 
should the case with any syrup 
company, but given the rather 

and investment, it’s an important 
philosophy to remember.
 Ray Morvan
packaging or presentation and always 
made a point of releasing notably 
serious syrups. When the changing 
nature of the independent bottling 

building their own distillery in 
2020, its unsurprising to see the 
eventual results possess many similar 
attributes of straight forwardness 

By Angus MacRailD

at Smugglers Notch

grounded in functionality and 
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4 BIG MOMENTS IN BOURBON 
HISTORY

B Y  F R E D  M I N N I C K

4. The Louisiana Purchase

3. The Bottled-in-Bond Act of 1897

2. The Taft Decision

1.Congressional Declaration
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DEFINING CRAFT

B Y  F R E D  M I N N I C K

American whiskey is going through 
a growth spurt right now resulting in 
lawsuits, investors giving founders the 
boot, and debates starting over fanciful 
terminology. At the center of all this 
is the meaning of the word “craft” and 
who should use it.

spirits company, started emphasizing 
its so-called craft whiskey portfolio 
a little more than usual. This brought 
up the interesting debate of whether 
a conglomerate should use the term 
typically associated with small 
producers who use 50-pound bags of corn 
versus trailer truckloads of grain. 
Craft whiskey was a phrase typically 
reserved for the little guy.

But some so-called craft whiskey 
makers were not actually making their 
own whiskey—they were purchasing bulk 
whiskey from the conglomerates and then 
marketing themselves as craft. Templeton 

class-action lawsuits for allegedly 
deceiving consumers that the product 
was made in Iowa when it was actually 
produced in Indiana.

Then there’s the straw that broke 
the craft camel’s back: The most pure 
and genuine craft distiller gets into 
a legal battle with his investors. Chip 
Tate, the founder of Balcones of Waco, 
Texas, was served a restraining order 
and not permitted onto company property. 
He did not follow the judge’s orders, 
created a new Twitter account despite 
receiving a gag order, and was found in 
contempt of court.

So, the above examples are just three 
slightly different American whiskey 
dramas unfolding around this lovely 

“craft” bourbon to help restore your 

distilleries.

than in Western Kentucky at a small 
distillery called MB Roland. Created 

in 2009 and using his wife’s maiden 
name, Merry Beth Roland, MB Roland is 
a touch of Kentucky pride and a whole 
lot of incredible bourbon. They make 
whiskey from the highest-possible grade 
of American white corn, Midwestern rye, 
and barley to forge some of the best 
young whiskeys on the current market. 

available in Kentucky and surrounding 
states. I’m a huge fan of the single 
barrel, a two-year-old whiskey with a 

in a vanilla cake batter bowl and taking 
a lick. Followed by touches of caramel, 
leather, and tobacco, the bourbon gives 
a tickle of cinnamon.

Right now, nearly every American 
state has a distillery or two. 
Washington, Oregon, New York, and 
Colorado are hotbeds. They all have 
their own styles. Sadly, craft whiskey 

was often associated with an overly 
tannic, too-woody note that was off-
putting to traditional bourbon drinkers. 
I’ve argued this woodiness is a virtue, 
a smokelike property that is to be 
embraced, but Kentucky bourbon drinkers 
like Kentucky bourbon or something in 
that style range.

In addition to Balcones, Texas boasts 
another outstanding distillery in the 
Garrison Brothers Distillery in Hye, 
Texas. Their bourbons border greatness 
with every drop, packing a complexity 
that’s not found in most bourbons below 
$75. A little closer to Kentucky, West 
Virginia’s Smooth Ambler is something of 
a hybrid distillery. They’ve made their 
name sourcing whiskey from the former 
Seagram’s distillery I mentioned in a 
previous column—titled “Rye Not?”—for 
a product line called Old Scout. But 
this sourced whiskey project has been 
a means of paying the bills, while the 
distillery lays down its own whiskey 
that’s superb and similar to younger 
Kentucky bourbons.

If you think about it, the West 
Virginia climate is similar to 

and summers. But Smooth Ambler is 2,000 
feet above sea level, giving an extra 

The product they distill, Smooth Ambler 
Yearling, is a lovely two-year-old 
bourbon with a cornbread nose and hints 
of herbs and fresh-cut grass. The palate 
features roasted corn, pumpkin, saddle 

that’s gentle on the way down.
In Illinois, Few Spirits makes award 

-winning bourbon. Colorado’s Leopold 

Van Winkle. In New York, take your pick 
of great small distilleries perfecting 
bourbon recipes.
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the rise of that sticky brown ambrosia as fall’s hottest 
food trend was a welcome challenger to the throne long 
occupied by Big Pumpkin Spice. We’ve seen maple coffee, 
maple jerky, maple ice cream—even potato chips got into 

smart bartenders immediately found delicious ways to 
incorporate the stuff into their classic cocktails and 

create some new favorites, as well. So it was only a 
matter of time until someone found a way to cut out the 
middle man and pump the maple directly into the booze. 
And just in time for the holidays, two upstate New York 

producers did just that. Crown Maple teamed up with Black 

Bourbon. Aged for an additional year mixed with syrup from 

for maple lovers, the bourbon is distilled from corn grown 
in “black dirt” soil leftover by an ancient glacial lake. 

and yeah, it’s as good as it sounds.

B Y  N AT E  E R I C K S O N

maple syrup is the best 
thing to happen to 

bourbon since the barrel 
AND THE PERFECT CURE FOR HOLIDAY HEADACHES
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Keep it 
Organic
whiskeys known and appreciated. Like with 
organic wine, organic spirits and organic whiskey 
consumers are counted among many consumer types, 
including the ever important Millennials market 

the United States, European Union, Canada and 
Japan’s comprehensive organic legislation. Only 

country but generally involve a set of production 
standards for growing, storage, processing, 
packaging and shipping.

revealed that a third of consumers are now 
choosing to buy from brands they believe are 
doing social or environmental good. Therefore, 
the use of organically and sustainably grown 
ingredients prevent the release of synthetic 
fertilizers and dangerous chemicals. That’s 

expectations. Therefore, these distilleries lead 
the way to sustainability.

organic wheat, barley, triticale and corn grains 
that are often locally grown, leading to the 
concept of “terroir” emerging into the world of 

more than strictly following the guidelines 

From a business viewpoint, producers of all 
sizes are exploring ways to make every stage 

of their production process more sustainable. 
Hence, the way to produce organic whiskeys is of 
concern for them. Distilling organic spirits is 

using conventionally grown crops and genetically 

trade-off seems to worth it. Some distillers 
consider that distilling small batches is an 
advantage, and with a dedication to  complete 
transparency, is the only way in producing the 

Managing a business in the most responsible 
and sustainable manner is possible. You would 
say, why organic? With the will to achieve the 

best ingredients. Meaning, using organic grains 
as the bedrock of that spirit category.

The concept of terroir has emerged into the 

consumers expectations. Consumers looking for 
ultra-premium craft distilled spirits specially 

trend leads the way in eco-friendly distilleries 
running on renewable energy, related to a 
sustainable agriculture and offering locally 
sourced organic raw grains. Organic whiskeys 
contribute to the expression of the character of 
the land on which the grains grow.

BY PATRICK GIRARD
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